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SOVIET BASHKIRIA IEVEIOPS MOVERN INDUSTRIES

8abir Akhmedyanovich Vegapov

The Bashidr Republic, nov celebrating its 30th anniversary, was once & back-
wvard tesrist eemicelony. Rich in natural resources, especlelly oil, it had been
badly neglected and had no industry worth mentioning. Its people, for the most
part nomads cr hired laborers, lived in primitive conditions. But during its 30
years as a Soviet republic, it has changed beyond recognition.

" Ite workers, ingenious and industrious, quickly developed all the branches
of the republic's econmy. In 1934, Stalin firsi posed the problem of exploiting
the Bashkir oil fields, and thereafter the country quickly became one of the oil-
jroduotion centers of the UBSR. The "Tuymazaneft'" 01l Trust and the W¥a 011
Plant have been avarded the Order of Lenin for thelr suocesses.

Bashkiria has alsc developed machine-construction and metal-processing enter-
wises on a large soale. During the various five-year plans, the republic sup=-
plied 1ts producta to many entarjrises tlroughout the Soviet.Union., Motars with
the "WE”" label (Ufa Machine-Comstruction Plant) may be seen in the MTS of the
TUral, Volga and Far Eastern aress. In thie connection, the electrical engineering
industry hag made considerable progress. Blast furnaces and open-iiarth furnaces
have been remcdeled.

Lumbering hae beocme ome of the country's important indueteies. In 1948,
Beshiciria supplied constructlon works with tems of thousands of onbic meters of
wool. This year, Bashkirie nlane to give the state twice as muck lumber as last

Jear. -

Many other indust.ies are nov flowrishing in Bashkiria, The republic nov
supplies the country with mroducts of 1is textils; clothing, leather, shoes, maohine
tools, plyvood, china, window glass, and autamotive industries.
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. The country has changcd mush geographicaiiy. New, modern citles 1liks Cher-
piloveks apd Ishimbai have grown up in the wake of the rising industries. Thie
wag largely due tc the wartime transfer into Bashkiris of industries from the

Wast, .

The 1ife of the peasantry bas chauged and is a far ory frax the former primi.
tive nomadic way of living. The republic now bas 43 sovkhozes and 4,374 knlkhozes.

Formerly, Wsshiirla did aot have its own system of vriting, and had a Jitersoy
rate of 5«5 percent. Now, there are 5,200 gchoole, 49 technical sobools, apd elight
higher educacional institutions. In ali the schools childrem ere taught in thelr
owz language. Hundrede of apecimlists graduate yeerly from the middle and kigher }
schools. Naticnal litersture has developed and Russian classics have been trans- i

lated into the native tongue.

The republic bas 13 theatres which perform the Russian cluoslcs and Soviet
plays. In the city of Ufa, there 18 & Ruasian dramatic theatre, the Bashkir
Academic Theatrs, and theatrs for opera and ballet. : .

Bashkiria has developed ite own intelligentaie and has already rodused
noted writers, artista, scientiats, architects, and esgineers.

‘ The Bashkir pation is industrious, In 1948 it exceeded the plan in all its
pesic industries. The republic gave the state about 150,000,000 rubles in above-

plan sccwmulation.
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